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Thank you for your letter of 20 February 2013 informing me of the Tribunal's annual review 
of the remuneration and allowances granted to Members of the Legislative Assembly 
(MLAs). I appreciate the opportunity to make a submission. 

Firstly, I recommend that the Tribunal not increase remuneration to MLAs at a rate greater 
than the increase proposed to be paid to ACT public servants as a result of enterprise 
bargaining negotiations in 2013. This was budgeted at 2% so this should be the base rate 
of increase for MLAs. 

Secondly, I recommend that if the Tribunal continues to allow MLAs an entitlement to a fully 
maintained car, it should restrict eligible cars to those meeting a minimum of 4.5 stars, as 
determined by the Green Vehicle Guide. 

The main advantage of this requirement will be a reduction in the amount of greenhouse 
gases and urban air pollution produced by these vehicles. This of course is an important 
benefit to the broader community. It is also a reasonable offset to the fact that the vehicle 
entitlement already encourages MLAs to drive a car in preference to taking more 
sustainable modes of transport (eg. the vehicle is tax free and not limited by mileage or 
purpose of travel). 

I understand that in the past the Tribunal has avoided placing restrictions on vehicles, 
instead favouring an approach that gives MLAs flexibility to choose the model of car they 
prefer. However, there is now an extensive range of vehicles available that also ·have a 
reduced environmental impact, ensuring that MLAs would still have ample flexibility to 
choose an appropriate vehicle. I note, for example, that the Green Vehicle Guide now lists 
over 400 "current models" that are either 5 star or 4.5 stars. 

A minimum standard is justifiable and will deliver leadership, good environmental outcomes 
as well as cost savings to the included fuel bill. 
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